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The Czechoslovak Minister of Foreinn Trade, Dr, Gregor, reportedly has no
authority to male decisions. The real director of this Ministry is Gregor's
deyuty, Evzen Lobl, formerly chief of the First Section of the Ministry.

After the Comrunists' assumption of rowsr, Dr. Tueek,
Foreism Exchange 0ffice, was appointed chief of the First Sec
present he nolds both positions. The Foreiwn Exchanse 0ffice.

[ is in the Ministr— of Foreim Trade,

Tha following varions sectionss

2. First Section. Until the end of 1948 this was a Permit Section.
request for a vermit had to be rmade on prescribed forms before under~
.. taking anv trade abroad. This practice was chanoed, however, after
the Communists took over. A4s exports are now carried out br means of
monopoly coneerns whlch, as rational cormpanies, are directly subordi-
-~ hnate and resyonsible to the !finistr~ of Foreign Trade, pemits are no
lonmer required., Now every transaction abroad must be reported. This
activity has bsen taken over by the Second Section, and the First has
been turned into a Planning Section for imports and exports. This Sec-
tion also supervises the execution of plans, and has authority to in-
tervens directly in industry, throuch commissions vhich eontrol work

in factories.

b, Second Section. The chief is Hrubis,
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tion is “commercial-political”, makes all agreements with foreigm

Chairman of the

tion, and at
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countries and sees that they are carried out.
and maintains contacts abroad, as well as with enbassies and lamations,
There is also a reports department, vhich -as formerly part of the First

This Section, vhose func-
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&, Fifth Soetion. The former chisf, Dr. Souckova, who is now a member
of Deruty Minister LBbl's Cabinet, has been replaced by his former
deputy, Dr. Wulkan. ‘The latter,| Lia \extremely in-
fluential, and he has succeeded in preventing the appointment of a 50X1-HUM
new chief, so that he has a fres hand., This Section ormanizes the
activities of the Monopoly Trading Companies, as well as represcentations
abroad and the representations of foreirm firms in Cgzechoslowakia.

4. 8ix Section. The chisf 1s Bittermann, formerly richt hand man of Minis~
ter Dr. Hubert Rirka. This Section 18 known in the Ministry as the Sec-
tion for Mall other matiers". It includes departments for customs, sta-
tistics, commnications, and the press. The head of the Press Department
is Dr. Drbohlay, who 1= also responsibls for the jourmal Zahranieni Obchod
and the Bulletin of the Ministry for Foreign Trade. The offices arc at
Washingtonove ulice 7.

3. On 1 Jamuary 1949, twenty-eicht of the Monopoly Trading Companies took over
the entire dirsction of forsign trade. Ther are directly subordinate to the
Minlstry, whlch nominates their directors-ceneral and their deputics, and
fixes the orsanization of the companies. The directors-general are dirasctly
responsible to the Minister (actually to L8bl). These companies have planning
departments which are also direetly responsible to the Ministry.

4. An important organ of the Ministry is the so-called Presidency, which decides
on all political and personnsl questions. The Presidency checks on all import-
ant econoniec problems from the political standpoint, and also decides on appoint-
monts Yo positions in the Ministry and in the Monopoly Companies and on repre-
sentation abroad. The pro-forma head of the Presidency is Dr. Janda] o

Actually the rost important person is Josef Pamer  [who 1s head of the
Parsonnel Departuent. - ' 50X1-HUM

5. The Presidency also rmakes dacisions on all financial and leonl questions, as
well as the imterral organization of the Ministry, The most important factor
in the Presidency is the "Political Cadre", a small cirele of relishle Cormme
nists who decide’ on purely political questions in conjunction with Party. Mem~
bers of the "Cadre” are Pormer, from the Cabinet of Dr», Markus (an immortant
political nersonality); Dr., Marsulius, Chairman of the Minister's Cabinet; and
Dr. Souckova. The "Cadre" also decides whether a passport for a trip abroad is
to be granted or not. ’

6. The l'inistry of Industry, rather than the Ministry of Foreign Trade, is TOSDOLL 0y 1 LM
sible for economic espionage. Nevertheless, all trade delegations travellin -
abroad must report in detail on the activities of Czech emimrants, T—&T
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7. Arms exports from Czechoslovakia are directly settled by the Ministry of Defense.
Requests and reports do not come to the Ministry of Foreimm Trade throush the
ordinary channels, Wt ag secret files. |
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